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CONDITION

This warehouse if six stories high, eight bays wide on Centre Street,
and six bays wide on Park Avenue, The roofis flat, unadorned by a
cornice, and with a sha 1low parapet wall, Building and foundation
walls are of Flemish bond brick, Flat, twelve light windows (fouwr’
smaller lights to either side of four larfer ones) with sione sills

and brick lintels punctuate the walls in symetrical organization,

There is restrained rustication on the walls between windows, which

are arfanged in columns, Except for the corner bays, which have only
one window per story facade, the bays are two windows wide on each

story facade except the ground floor facade which is irregulary
punctuated, On the Centee Street side the first floor facade is
punctnated in this order from the right:. Two large garage doors

encased in stone molding, two flat windows with stone sills and brick
lintels, a flat wooden door surmouniing a stone stoop, and another two
garage doors also encased in stone.,molding, The first story facade
facing Park Avenie is punctuated by a single, flat, wooden door that
rests on a stone stoop. A stone belt course, inscribed with the company
namd, visually divides the first and second story facades, The building
is crowned by a shallow parapet wall that also bears the company name,
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Hochschild, Kohn and Company Service Building
205 W. Center Street, Baltimore

REGISTER OF THE HOCHSCHILD KOHN COLLECTION
MS. 2721
Maryland Historical Society

A partnership of Max Hochschild, Benno Kohn, and his brother Louis B. Kohn formed
Hochschild-Kohn &amp; Company in 1897, in a store at Howard and Lexington Streets
in downtown Baltimore. The company prospered, and in 1912 a building at 208 N.
Howard Street was purchased. When incorporated in 1922, Hochschild-Kohn was
Baltimore's largest department store. Space needs led to the purchase of most of the block
at Howard, Franklin, Park and Centre Streets in 1923, but financial difficulties and Max
Hochschild's retirement as president led to its abandonment. Benno Kohn died in 1929.
Management then consisted of Irving Kohn (Louis' son) president; Walter Sondheim and
Walter Kohn, vice-presidents. Although financed by corporate stock, Hochschild-Kohn
was still run as a partnership. At that time plans for a new building at Howard and
Franklin Streets were abandoned, and the Lexington Street building was leased,
improved, and connected to the Howard and Lexington Street property.

During the Depression, Hochschild-Kohn lost more in sales percentages than the
aggregate sales lost by other Baltimore--sales were down almost fifty percent from 1930
in the Depression's worst year. Management also suffered from discord between Irving
and Walter Kohn, who retired in 1935. Management then consisted of Irving Kohn,
Walter Sondheim, and Martin Kohn. After illness caused Walter Sondheim to be less
active in 1943, and Irving Kohn's death in 1945, Martin B. Kohn became president of the
store. Louis Kohn IT and Walter Sondheim, Jr. were his vice-presidents.

Martin B. Kohn's management pioneered the suburban expansion of downtown
department stores with the opening of Hochschild-Kohn's Edmonson Village store. Later
expansion included stores at Belvedere Avenue in Baltimore and at Harundale Mall south
of the city. The Hochschild-Kohn Company went out of business in 1983.
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Hochschild, Kohn and Company Service Building
205 W. Center Street, Baltimore
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Hochschild, Kohn and Company Service Building
205 W. Centre Street

Block 0549, Lot 018
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